Saud's  Pric« 

King  Saud  is  denumdingr  »  high  price 
for  his  complete  accession  to  the  West, 
awordins:  to  behind-the-scenes  reports 
from  the  four-day  meeting  of  the  Bagh¬ 
dad  Pact’s  Council  of  Ministers,  at 
Karachi. 

Saudi  Arabia  won’t  join  the  Pact, 
«nd  thus  further  isolate  Nasser,  unless 
the  British  cede  the  Buraimi  Oasis, 
which  guards  British  oil-producing  pro¬ 
tectorates  in  the  Persian  Gulf.  The 
British  say  that  the  U.S.  has  been  urg¬ 
ing  them  to  yield  Buraimi  to  Saud,  a 
situation  reminiscent  of  1964  when  the 
U.S.  pressed  the  British  to  turn  the 
Suez  Canal  over  to  Egrypt. 

Saud  also  wants  the  U.S.  to  equip  a 
Saudi  Arabian  navy,  which  would  give 
him  the  means  of  blocking  ships  going 
through  the  Straits  of  Tiran.  On  Feb. 
11,  the  U.S.  affirmed  the  international 
character  of  that  waterway.  American 
naval  equipment  in  the  hands  of  Saud 
would  be  used  to  turn  that  historic  aide 
memoire  into  a  scrap  of  paper. 

Iraqi  Premier  Nuri  as-Said  gave  the 
opening  day  of  the  Karachi  meeting  an 
anti-Israel  tone  by  a  violent  attack  on 
Israel’s  right  to  passage  through  Aqaba 
and  the  Suez. 

Despite  these  differences,  Washing¬ 
ton  and  London  were  pleased  by  the 
meeting  of  the  Baghdad  allies — the  first 
since  the  fighting  last  fall,  when  it  was 
freely  predicted  that  the  ^ghdad  Pact 
was  dead  and  that  an  isolated  Iraq  was 
destined  to  fall  to  Nasserism.  While 
not  yet  officially  a  member  of  the  Pact, 
the  U.S.  formally  joined  the  military 
committee.  Its  representative  was 
Gen.  Nathan  Twining,  Air  Force  Chief 
of  Staff.  Head  of  the  U.S.  delegation 
was  Deputy  Under  Secretary  of  State 
Loy  Henderson. 

Baorar  of  Oifis 

While  remaining  aloof  from  the 
Baghdad  meeting,  Sand  traveled  to 
Amman,  bringing  three  Cadillacs  and 
three  Imperials  as  gifts  for  the  Jor¬ 
danian  palace.  The  talks  with  King 
Hussein  were  intended  to  bolster  Jor¬ 
dan’s  economic  and  military  position. 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


The  Calm  of  Complacency 

Optimistic  folk  at  the  United  Nations  and  in  Washington  now  re¬ 
gard  the  Near  East  with  wishful  complacency.  The  region  is  becalmed, 
there  is  respite  from  conflict  and  everyone  hopes  it  will  remain  that  way. 

Tj^ical  of  this  frame  of  mind  is  UN  Secretary  General  Dag  Ham- 
marskjold,  who  finds  it  difficult  to  look  Arab  belligerency  in  the  eye. 
At  a  UN  press  conference  on  June  6,  he  declared  that  “fundamental 
changes  for  the  better”  had  occurred  in  the  Near  Blast  and  that  a  con¬ 
tinuous  development  toward  better  Israel-Arab  relations  had  been  going 
on  behind  a  smokescreen  of  incidents  which,  he  added,  could  be  exag¬ 
gerated. 

It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  this  attitude  with  reality.  A  few  hours 
before  the  Secretaiy  General  siMke,  Israel  complained  to  the  UN  that, 
despite  the  presence  of  UNEF  in  Gaza,  infiltrators  had  planted  plastic 
mines  in  Israel  territory,  taking  a  new  toll  of  casualties. 

What  is  more  difficult  to  understand  is  Hammarskjold’s  silence  on 
the  report  from  Cairo  on  June  3  that  the  Arab  League  states  had  de¬ 
cided  to  intensify  their  boycott  and  blockade  of  Israel.  This  means 
that  the  Arab  states  intend  to  teU  business  men  in  the  U.S.  and  other 
countries  whom  they  may  trade  with  and  employ. 

This  Cairo  announcement  should  not  be  dismissed  as  an  idle  threat, 
manufactured  to  please  domestic  Arab  opinion.  The  declaration  means 
a  renewal  and  intensification  of  past  policy. 

The  Arab  League  announcement  was  condemned  by  such  leading 
newspapers  as  the  Washington  Star  and  the  New  York  Times.  The 
Times  editorial  said  the  boycott  violated  the  UN  charter. 

If  this  boycott  is  contrary  to  the  UN  charter— certainly  it  is  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  attainment  of  peace  and  friendly  relations  between  na¬ 
tions — it  is  the  duty  of  the  S^retary  General  to  take  action.  Neither 
he  nor  the  Department  of  State  saw  fit  to  condemn  this  action.  The 
failure  to  speak  out  encourages  the  Arabs  to  do  as  they  please,  dis¬ 
courages  business  men  from  resisting  their  blackmail.  Aa  in  the  past, 
iijrab  belligerency  is  accepted  as  a  normal  aspect  of  the  Near  East  scene. 

Hammarskjold  meets  this  problem,  as  he  does  so  many  others,  by 
refusing  to  face  it. 


UN  Secretary  General  Dag  Ham- 
marekjold,  at  the  UN  on  June  S: 

“Belligerency,  the  word  ia  now 
understood  in  common  usage — that 
is  to  sajr  a  kind  of  active  or  quasi- 
active  war— cannot  be  admitted  as 
existing  in  the  area  (the  Near  East) 
and  I  do  not  think  that  the  deplor¬ 
able  and  regrettable  incidents  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  in 
any  way  contradict  my  judgment  if 
I  say  it  does  not  exist.** 


Cairo  Radio,  May  $8,  tn  EngKek  to 
Europe: 

“We  must  finaDy  mention  the  case 
of  Israd,  vdiich  unrealistically  claims 
the  right  of  passage  through  the 
Sues  Canal  and  the  Tiran  Straits 
while  still  in  a  state  of  war  with  the 
Arabs.  It  is  clear  that  the  Arabs 
must  maintain  a  state  of  bdliger- 
ency  until  sndi  time  as  there  is  a 
Palestine  settlement.** 
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Thtre  hai  been  a  tharp  revival  of 
intereat  in  Washinifton  in  the  Johnston 
Plan  for  the  effective  use  of  the  Jordan 
and  Tarmuk  Rivers  for  irrigation  in 
the  Jordan  Valley.  State  Department 
offldals  confirm  that  the  project  is  be¬ 
ing  restudied  in  the  light  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  realignment  in  the  area  during  the 
last  two  years. 

It  is  recalled  that  Ambassador  Eric 
Johnston,  after  long  and  patient  nego¬ 
tiation,  won  the  agreement  of  the  Arab 
states  and  Israel  to  the  engineering 
and  technical  arrangements  for  the 
plan,  but,  at  the  last  minute,  Syria 
blocked  it— reportedly  at  the  behest  of 
Nasser— during  a  meeting  of  the  Arab 
League  in  Cain  held  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  that  the  Egyptian  dictator  was 
consummating  his  deal  to  acquire  arms 
from  tile  Soviet  bloc. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Cairo-Damascus 
axis  has  since  attempted  to  overthrow 
King  Hussein's  regime  in  Jordan,  the 
question  arises  whether  Syria  should 
permitted  to  exercise  a  veto  on  a 
project  which  could  do  so  much  to 
stabilise  and  strengthen  Hussein  by 
helping  resettle  homeless  Arabs  and  by 
stimulating  agricultural  production. 

Most  observers  believe  that  Syria 
would  persist  in  its  dog-in-the-manger 
attitude  and  that  it  would  deny  ap¬ 
proval  and  withhold  co-operation. 
Syria,  today,  is  far  more  committed  to 
Nasser  and  the  Krmnlin  than  it  was 
in  1966. 

But,  from  the  standpoint  of  engineer¬ 
ing,  it  is  possible  to  go  forward  with  a 
laige  part  of  the  project  without  Syrian 
participation.  It  would  mean  eliminat¬ 
ing  a  major  storage  dam  on  the  vqiper 
Tarmuk  River  and  thus  reducing  the 
amount  of  water  that  could  be  con¬ 
served.  But  evmi  this  modified  under¬ 
taking  would  be  a  great  boon  to  Jor¬ 
dan  and  to  IsraeL 


What  Ih*  Projact  Moans 

The  major  purpose  of  the  Johnston 
Plan  is  to  store  the  waters  of  the  Jor¬ 
dan  Valley  basin  during  the  rainy  sea¬ 
son  and  to  release  them  both  for  irri¬ 
gation  and  power  during  the  summer. 

Engineers  estimate  that  about  a  bil¬ 
lion  cubic  meters  of  water,  most  of 
which  is  now  wasted,  could  be  put  to 
use  irrigating  more  than  a  quarter  mil¬ 
lion  acres  and  vastly  increasing  the 
agricultural  ou^ut  of  the  region. 

Jordan  would  be  the  major  ben^- 
dary.  Engineers  have  estimated  the 
amount  of  water  itiiich  Jordan  needs 
to  irrigate  some  120,000  acres  in  the 
Jordan  Valley  and,  for  these,  under  the 
plan,  Jordan  would  be  dlowed  more 
than  700  milUon  cubic  meters. 


. . .  Putting  Water  to  Work 


Israd  would  be  enabled  to  irrigate 
about  100,000  acres,  some  of  it  in  the 
Jordan  V^ey  and  Ae  rest  in  her  arid 
but  arable  southland.  Syria  would 
profit — ^with  water  for  88,000  acres  and 
development  of  electric  power — ^while 
Lebanon,  which  has  already  begun  an 
ambitious  water  development  project  on 
the  Litani  River,  would  be  allotted 
water  for  8,700  acres. 

Two  rivers  are  involved — the  Jordan 
and  the  Tarmuk.  The  Jordan  flows 
from  the  Lebanon-Syrian-Israel  fron¬ 
tier  into  the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  thence 
to  the  Dead  Sea.  One  of  the  major 
elements  in  the  plan  is  a  diversion  ca¬ 
nal  north  of  Galilee,  which  would  en¬ 
able  Israel  to  build  a  hydro-electric 
plant,  and  to  carry  water  west  and 
then  south  into  her  irrigation  network 
in  the  central  coastal  plain  and  the 
Negev  in  the  south. 

^e  Tarmuk  River  flows  along  the 
Syriaa-Jordan  frontier,  into  the  Jordan 
River,  south  of  the  Sm  of  Galilee.  A 
storage  dam  would  be  constructed  on 
the  Tarmuk  at  Maqarln.  This  would 
require  building  on  Syrian  territory 
and  the  use  of  Syrian  limd  for  the  dam 
site.  Thus,  if  Syria  refuses  to  co¬ 
operate,  this  part  of  the  project  would 
have  to  be  eliminated. 

Further  west,  near  the  point  where 
the  Tarmuk  joins  the  Jordan,  the  proj¬ 
ect  envisages  the  construction  of  a  di¬ 
version  dam  at  Adassiya,  so  that  flood 
water  may  be  diverted  away  from  the 
Jordan  and  stored  in  the  natural  res¬ 
ervoir  offered  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

Kasttling  200,000 

The  plan  would  require  Israel  to 
"bank"  about  800  million  cubic  meters 
of  Tarmuk  flood  water  to  "Jordan’s 
account"  in  the  Galilee  until  the  dry 
season,  when  the  water  would  be  re¬ 
leased  into  a  large  irrigation  canal  and 
conveyed  to  Jordanian  lands  in  tiie 
Jordan  valley  down  to  the  Dead  Sea. 

Even  without  the  Maqarin  dam,  it 
is  estimated  that  about  400  million 
cubic  meters  of  water  could  be  available 
to  Jordan. 

There  are  now  about  400,000  refugees 
in  Jordan.  Most  of  them  are  idle,  with 
little  or  no  hope  for  the  future.  Their 
misery  is  exploited  by  demagogy.  They 
are  the  targets  and  victims  of  hate 
propaganda — ^they  provide  Nasser  and 
Communists  with  fertile  ground.  It  is 
the  Palestinian  Arabs  who  threaten 
Hussein,  and  they  greatly  outnumber 
the  Bedouin,  who  are  loyal  to  him. 

Nothing  would  contribute  more  to 
stability  in  Jordan  than  an  irrigation 
scheme  which  would  put  200,000  Pales¬ 
tinians  to  work  on  the  land,  in  trans¬ 
portation,  and  in  marketing. 


With  three  harvests  annually,  this 
means  that  the  yield  in  Jordan  alone 
would  rise  from  |6  to  246  million. 

The  number  vt  settlers  and  the  eco¬ 
nomic  benefits  'would  be  reduced  if 
Syria’s  antagonism  would  contract  the 
project,  but,  in  view  of  Jordan’s  needs, 
half  the  project  is  better  than  none. 

It  is  argued  in  some  quarters  that 
Syria  could  still  veto  the  entire  under¬ 
taking  because  the  lower  dam  would 
involve  construction  in  the  demilitar¬ 
ised  sons  established  under  the  UN 
armistice  agreement  between  Isnel  and 
Syria.  Syria,  it  is  said,  would  protest 
against  the  construction  of  the  dam  by 
Jordan  just  as  she  has  to  the  diversion 
dam  by  Israel  at  B’noth  Jacob. 

But  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
Syria  has  no  sovereign  rii^ts  in  this 
area.  None  of  it  ever  belonged  to 
Syria  and  all  of  it  is  on  the  western 
side  of  the  old  international  frontier  be¬ 
tween  Palestine  and  Ssrria.  Under  the 
armistice  agreement,  Syria  may  object 
only  if  she  can  establish  that  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  dams  and  canals 
changes  the  military  balance.  The  ar¬ 
mistice  agreement  was  never  intended 
to  stop  legitimate  agricultural  or  eco¬ 
nomic  development  in  the  region.  The 
UN  is  not  an  agency  to  preserve  stag¬ 
nation.  It  is  doubtful  if  Syria  could 
sustain  a  complaint  in  the  UN  to  de¬ 
feat  a  project  involving — as  it  does — 
the  first  and  most  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  for  Arab  refugee  settlement. 

But  some  fear  that  the  Syrians  may 
start  shooting.  The  U.S.  and  the  UN 
should  not  be  deterred  by  this  threat. 

It  is  also  believed  in  some  quarters 
that  Hussein  might  be  reluctant  to 
accept  a  partial  version  of  the  Johnston 
Plan — which  would  mean  a  smaller  re¬ 
sult  in  terms  of  irrigation  and  resettle¬ 
ment,  at  a  higher  cost — and,  at  the 
same  time  expose  himself  to  the  abuse 
of  extremists  and  demagogs  who  would 
stigmatise  him  for  an  arrangement 
which  benefited  Israel  as  weU  as  Jor¬ 
dan.  It  is  conceivable  that  Hussein 
might  be  compelled  to  adopt  this  kind  of 
stubborn,  uncompromising  stand. 

But  the  U.S.  and  the  UN  have  been 
spending  large  sums  feeding  the  Arab 
refugees— keeping  them  alive  on  a  day 
to  day  basis.  TMr  rettttUmsnt  mtut 
come.  Those  whose  pride  will  not  pei> 
mit  them  to  co-operate  in  projects  for 
resettlement  are  hardly  in  a  position  to 
ask  for  an  unending  dole  for  relief. 

The  U.S. — and  the  UN — should  re¬ 
new  the  effort  to  make  the  Johnston 
Plan  a  reality.  One  great  cause  in  the 
Near  East  should  always  enlist  the 
West.  It  is  the  war  to  roll  back  the 
desert,  to  save  and  use  predous  water, 
to  bring  arid  soil  back  to  life. 
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Egypt  and  Syria,  ab«tt«d  by  Moscow, 
are  aeensing  the  U.S.  of  trying  to  sup¬ 
press  Arab  nationalism.  In  all  prop¬ 
aganda  media  they  are  saying  that  the 
U.S.  has  taken  the  leadership  of  the 
forces  of  imperialism  and  is  fostering 
agitation  in  Jordan  and  Lebanon.  Mos¬ 
cow  says  the  Lebanese  recognised  the 
U.S.  role  when  the  Marines  landed  in 
Lebanese  ports.  Cairo  warns  the  U.S. 
that  its  policies  will  result  in  the  same 
kind  of  defeat  as  that  suffered  by 
Britain  and  France.  And  in  a  public 
rally  in  Damascus,  the  former  Jordan¬ 
ian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Ab¬ 
dullah  al-Rimawi,  said:  "America  with 
its  dollars,  America  with  its  methods, 
America  with  its  ways  and  means,  is 
now  leading  the  in^rialist  campaign 
against  liberated  Ari^  nationalism  .  .  . 
The  method  of  imperialism,  under  the 
leadership  of  America,  is  to  try  to  dl- 
Tide  the  Arab  struggle  into  Arabs  east 
of  the  canal  and  Arabs  west  of  the 
canal." 

Ever  since  Israel  accepted  the  Eisoi- 
hower  Doctrine  it  has  been  subjected 
to  a  new  co-ordinated  attack  by  Mos¬ 
cow  and  Cairo.  The  Moscow  propa¬ 
ganda  line  develops  three  principal 
arguments:  (1)  Israel  is  the  tool  of  the 
U.S.  and  the  imperialists;  (S)  Israel 
has  aggressive  designs  against  the 
Arabs;  and  (S)  the  U.S.  incites  Israel 
against  the  Arabs.  Moscow  circulates 
such  fabrications  as  an  alleged  U.S. 
plan  to  give  Israel  $122  million  worth  of 
arms  under  the  Doctrine,  and  to  develop 
Israel  ports  as  bases  for  the  U.S.  6th 
Fleet.  It  reached  a  climax  with  the 
Pravda  article  accusing  Israel  of  bad 
faith  in  accepting  the  Doctrine  and  in 
agreeing  to  provide  bases  for  the  U.S. 
which  would  be  supplied  with  atomic 
and  hydrogen  weapons  for  war  against 
the  U.S.S.R.  The  controlled  Egyptian 
press  and  radio  implemented  the  line 
by  charging  that  the  U.S.  was  using 
Israd  as  a  "tool  to  stir  up  trouble  in 
the  Middle  East." 

The  boycott  against  Iirael  was 
stepped  up  by  the  9-nation  Anb 
League  meeting  in  Cairo  last  month. 
While  the  controlled  Egyptian  radio 
and  press  told  the  Arabs  they  "must 
maintain  a  state  of  belligerency" 
against  Israel,  the  League  called  on 
Arabs  to  boycott  not  only  those  firms 
doing  business  with  Israel  but  also  all 
foreign  companies  which  refused  to 
fill  out  its  questionnaires  regarding 
Israel.  A  bla^ist  of  ships  which  are 
to  be  denied  all  normal  port  services 
because  they  have  discharged  cargo  in 
Israel  ports  was  also  recommended. 
The  League  asked  for  control  of  all 
Arab  imports  and  exports,  ostensibly 
to  prevent  any  direct  or  indirect  Arab 
trade  with  Israel 


Back  frmn  his  first  trip  to  the  Near 
East,  Sen.  Hi/bebt  Humphbby  (D) 
Minn.,  is  urging  Secretary  Dulles  to 
take  vigorous  measures  to  end  stale¬ 
mates  in  the  region.  He  is  supporting 
the  Jdmston  Plan  to  stimulate  r^onal 
development  in  Jordan  and  Israel  and 
open  the  way  for  Arab  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment.  He  is  pushing  the  U.S.  surplus 
food  disposal  program  and  wants  bet¬ 
ter  use  to  be  made  of  the  proceeds. 

He  has  no  illusions  about  Nasser. 
Like  many  others  who  have  met  the 
Egyptian  dictator,  he  thinks  that  Nas¬ 
ser  would  like  to  help  the  Egyptian 
people  but  defeats  these  good  inten¬ 
tions  by  international  adventure.  Hum- 
PHBKY  found  Nasser  uninformed  about 
world  affairs,  told  him  that  he  might 
make  a  contribution  if  he  concentrated 
his  energies  on  Egypt  and  stopped 
fishing  in  international  waters.  The 
State  Department  gave  Nasser  the 
same  advice  more  than  a  year  ago  and 
was  ready  to  back  it  up  with  the  As¬ 
wan  dam — dropped  it  when  it  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  Nasser  was  deter¬ 
mined  on  empire  rather  than  economics. 

Always  a  strong  supporter  of  Israel 
and  its  development,  Humphrey  re¬ 
turned  from  a  visit  to  that  country 
with  his  opinions  fully  confirmed.  He 
was  deeply  impressed  by  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  David  Ben-Gurion,  who.  in  con¬ 
trast  with  Nasser,  he  foimd  informed 
and  understanding  on  American  policy 
and  world  problems.  Unlike  the  Arab 
countries,  there  was  no  sharp  cleavage 
between  rich  and  poor  in  Israel 

And  in  a  speech  on  the  fioor  of  the 
Senate,  on  June  6,  Humphrey  de¬ 
nounced  the  Arab  boycott  and  said: 

"I  hope  that  our  representation  in 
those  countries,  through  our  embassies, 
will  make  it  crystal  clear  that  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  Arab  League  is  about  as 
close  to  hostilities  as  it  is  possible  to 
come  without  shooting  a  gun.  I  hope  it 
will  be  made  clear  that  we  deplore  it 
and  reject  it,  and  that  we  will  do  every¬ 
thing  we  possibly  can  to  avoid  it.  I 
hope  it  will  be  made  clear  that  we  will 
not  contribute  to  such  an  operation, 
designed  to  strangle  a  friendly  state, 
namely,  the  State  of  Israel" 


Tlie  dme  is  ripe  for  the  U.S.  to  go 
ahead  trith  the  Johnston  Plan  for  the 
development  of  the  Jordan  River  Val¬ 
ley,  Sen.*  Jacob  K.  Javits  (R)  N.Y.,  told 
the  Senate  last  week,  thus  developing 


Near  East  resources,  and  breaking  the 
Jam  on  resettlement  of  the  Arah  refu¬ 
gees.  Since  1948,  he  said,  the  UN 
has  spent  about  $173  millkm  for  the 
support  of  these  refugees,  about  70% 
of  which  the  U.S.  has  contributed. 

Jsunsk,  Catkolie  amd  Prot4$taiU  or- 
gamuationa  ware  warmly  praiaed  ta 
the  Houaa  an  Jane  A  by  Rap.  Donald  B. 
Matthews  (D)  Fla.,  far  having  dana 
a  magnifiaant  jab  in  lattmg  the  raaip- 
ianta  af  atu-phu  faada  m  faraign  eaun- 
tries  Jbioir  that  "this  faad  is  a  gift  af 
tha  taapayara  af  tha  Vmtad  SUUaa." 

Speaking  in  Chicago,  May  15,  Sen. 
Stuart  Symington  (D)  Mo.,  warned 
America  against  complacency  in  the 
face  of  Soviet  dictatorship  and  diargcd 
that  our  action  in  voting  with  the  Krem¬ 
lin  to  halt  the  Franco-Bridsh  effort  to 
take  the  Sues  "may  prove  to  be  one 
of  the  most  costly  diplomatic  mistakes 
this  country  ever  made."  Efe  defended 
Israd’s  right  to  retaliate  against  Nasser 
as  a  matter  of  sdf-defense,  and  dis¬ 
closed  that  expert  testimony  before  the 
Senate  Joint  Committee  on  the  Middle 
East  Resolution  had  described  the 
Israel  army  as  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
worid. 

Rep.  Craig  Hosmer  (R)  Calif.,  is 
convinced  that  while  Egypt  wants  to 
do  something  for  the  common  man, 
Nasser  has  sold  the  means  of  doing  it 
to  the  Soviets  for  arms.  A  command¬ 
er  in  the  USNR,  he  sailed  with  the  6th 
Fleet  to  Athena,  where  his  tour  of 
duty  ended,  then  wait  on  to  the  Near 
East  capias.  While  in  Cairo,  he 
noted  that  the  Nasser  movement  uses 
mob  riots  and  "bloody  shirt"  tactics. 
In  Syria,  he  found  a  i^tary  dictator¬ 
ship,  strongly  influenced  by  the  Soviets, 
and  the  people  "doped  up"  with  Nasser 
propaganda.  Arabs  wont  respect  yon, 
he  said,  if  you  dont  drive  a  sharp  bar¬ 
gain  and  press  every  advantage  that 
you  have.  In  his  view,  that  is  why  the 
U.S.  should  have  settM  the  Suei  issue 
before  the  canal  was  cleared,  and 
"while  we  held  the  trump  cards." 

In  Israel,  he  was  impressed  by  the 
strong  desire  for  freedom  and  inde¬ 
pendence,  vriiich  he  said  "reminds  one 
of  how  our  own  country  must  have 
been  during  the  American  Revolution." 
He  believes  the  Middle  East  pot  will 
continue  to  boil,  but  probably  not  erupt 
into  Worid  War  IH. 
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Caltural  Moniam 

When  Nasser’s  extremists  talk  about 
pushins:  the  Israelis  into  the  sea,  they 
are  acting  on  the  same  world-conquest 
philosophy  that  the  Communist  totali- 
tarians  maintain,  the  same  will-to-dom- 
inate  that  Hitler  taught,  the  same  ex¬ 
termination  policy  of  many  early  Amer¬ 
ican  Christians  toward  Indians,  the 
same  Pan-Islam  urge  that,  centuries 
ago,  motivated  Muslims  to  march 
across  North  Africa,  and  as  far  into 
Europe  and  Asia  as  they  could  press, 
overpowering  other  cultures.  Cultural 
monism  is  the  old-fashioned  impulse 
that  urged  many  of  the  Crusaders  in 
the  11th  to  13th  centuries  to  take  the 
sword  against  Muslims. 

— Dr.  Everett  R.  Clinehy,  Preeident 
of  World  Brotherhood,  in  a  letter 
from  Rome,  May  9 

Plowshares 

As  for  the  disturbed  Middle  East, 
would  it  not  be  wise  to  lend  a  helping 
hand?  .  .  .  Instead  of  guns,  planes, 
tanks,  and  military  funds,  we  might 
offer  a  really  substantial  grant  in  re¬ 
turn  for  a  pledge  of  peace.  Egypt 
dreams  of  a  grreat  dam  on  the  Nile  to 
provide  power  and  water;  the  ancient 
Tigris-Euphrates  irrigration  system 
could  be  restored;  the  proposed  Jordan 
River  project  would  aid  both  Israel  and 
the  neighboring  Arabs.  And  it  would 
take  but  a  small  fraction  of  our  current 
arms  outlay  to  launch  all  these  under- 
takingrs. 

— Article  by  Robert  K.  Pepper, 
newe  editor  of  the  Fort  Myers 
News-Press,  Fort  Myers,  Fla. 
Entered  in  the  Congn^sional 
Record  by  Sen.  Spessard  L. 
Holland  (D)  Fla.,  May  97 

U.  S.  Policy 

Much  depends  upon  our  values.  Many 
years  ago,  when  Archbishop  P.  J.  Ryan 
of  Philadelphia  was  a  very  young 
priest,  he  was  stationed  at  a  parish  in 
St.  Louis,  where  Archbishop  Kendrick 
presided  over  the  diocese.  The  latter 
lived  in  a  very  small  unpretentious 
house,  scarcely  in  keeping  with  his 
position  in  the  Church.  One  day  when 
Father  Ryan  was  passing  the  house  of 
the  Archbishop  accompanied  by  a  visit¬ 
ing  priest  from  New  York  City,  he 
pointed  out  the  house  as  that  of  the 
head  of  the  St.  Louis  diocese.  The  New 
York  priest  said  with  surprise:  “Why, 
you  should  see  the  splendid  residence 
we  have  in  New  York  City  for  our 


Archbishop!”  “Yes,”  said  Father  Ryan, 
“but  you  should  see  the  splendid  Arch¬ 
bishop  we  have  in  St.  Louis  for  our 
residence.” 

The  base  in  Saudi  Arabia  is  of  great 
value.  The  principle  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  is  of  great  value.  And  yet,  is  not 
our  choice — a  ^>lendid  house  or  a  splen¬ 
did  Archbishop? 

— Rep.  Sidney  R.  Yates  (D)  III., 
on  the  floor  of  the  House,  May  tS 

Nasser’s  Threat 

When  the  Sues  Canal  crisis  occurred 
last  fall,  the  interdependence  of  na¬ 
tions  on  foreigrn  trade  stood  out  in 
bold  relief.  Complete  economic  strang¬ 
ulation  to  all  the  countries  of  free 
Europe  became  an  immediate  haxard. 
Fuel  for  travel,  for  heat,  and  for  the 
industrial  complex  of  each  of  those  na¬ 
tions  suddenly  beg;an  to  diminish.  Gaso¬ 
line  rationing  went  into  effect.  Build- 
ingrs  and  homes  went  unheated  in  a 
winter  of  severe  temperature. 

The  interruption  of  foreign  trade 
brought  on  by  the  ominous  moves  of 
Eg^yptian  dictator  Nasser  brought  on 
a  grievous  crisis  in  the  Middle  East 
and  in  Western  Europe  and,  beyond 
that,  poised  for  all  the  world  the  hor¬ 
rible  possibility  of  a  third  world  war. 
. . .  The  whole  complex  problem  brought 
on  by  the  Nasser  move  remains  a  most 
serious  threat. 

— Sen.  Thomas  H.  Kuchel  (R) 
Calif.,  at  the  Foreign  Trade 
Relatione  Aeeoeiation,  Loe  An- 
gelee,  Calif.,  May  3tS 

the  ne§es 

continued 

Saudi  forces  may  take  over  the  Mafraq 
Airbase,  which  the  British  have  evacu¬ 
ated. 

Meanwhile,  Saudi  Arabia  kept  up  its 
anti-Israel  fusillade.  It  filed  a  com¬ 
plaint  with  the  UN  Security  Council, 
falsely  alleging  an  attack  by  Israel’s 
naval  units  in  Aqaba  on  the  coastal 
route  used  by  pilgnrims  to  Mecca.  The 
Israel  foreigpi  ministry  emphatically 
denied  any  shelling  of  the  Saudi  coast. 
Earlier,  in  Cairo,  Saudi  Arabia  took  a 
key  role  in  strengrthening  the  Arab 
boycott  against  IsraeL  But  the  Arab 
Leagrue  Uxdc  no  action  on  the  Saudi  pro¬ 
posal  that  an  all-Arab  company  be 
established  to  build  pipelines  from  the 
oil  wells  to  the  Mediterranean. 

Saud’s  visit  to  Amman  exploded  in 
a  dramatic  climax  when  the  Jor^nian 
government  expelled  the  Egyptian  mili¬ 
tary  attache  and  the  Consul  General  in 
Jerusalem,  on  chargees  that  they  were 
plotting  the  assassination  of  the  two 
kingrs.  Cairo  retaliated.  The  new  Jor¬ 
danian  ambassador,  Abdul  Monem  Ri- 
fa’i,  formerly  assigrned  to  Washington, 
was  handed  his  walking  papers. 

The  increasing  isolation  of  Syria  and 
Egypt  was  marked  earlier  in  Jordan 
and  Lebanon.  Jordan  bitterly  charged 


Syria  with  bribery  and  subversive  ac¬ 
tivity.  Lebanon  blamed  and  expelled 
Syrian  agitators  for  pro-Egryptian  and 
anti-American  riots  in  Beirut,  in  which 
eight  were  killed  and  scores  injured, 
on  the  eve  of  elections. 

Nassar  and  th«  Russians 

Paradoxically,  while  most  of  the 
Arab  world  was  grrowing  conscious  of 
the  need  to  reject  Nasser  and  the  Com¬ 
munist  power  behind  him,  Cairo  begran 
putting  out  reports  of  an  alleged  cool¬ 
ness  with  Moscow.  The  Soviet  bloc  is 
said  to  be  irritated  because  Nasser 
wants  negotiable  currency  and  won’t 
take  rubles  for  Suez  tolla  Egyptians 
complained  about  the  quality  of  Rus¬ 
sian  wheat  and  oil,  and  the  quantity  of 
unwanted  cement. 

This  tiff  with  the  Russians  comes, 
opportunely,  when  Nasser  is  negrotiat- 
ing  with  the  British  for  the  release  of 
long  accumulated  and  desperately  need¬ 
ed  sterling  balances.  Nasser  admitted 
the  effectiveness  of  the  West’s  economic 
pressures  in  an  interview  with  Look 
MagcuAne,  and  obviously  would  like 
pounds  and  dollars  to  resume  buying 
from  the  West, 

But  Nasser’s  own  bitter  anti-Ameri¬ 
can  statements  sugg^est  that  he  is  no 
penitent  prodigal,  and  the  Kremlin 
doesn’t  quickly  drop  one  who  has 
proved  so  useful  in  spreading  anti- 
Western  propagranda.  Most  observers 
believe  that  Nasser  has  passed  the 
point  of  no  return.  Both  Egypt  and 
Syria  are  continuing  to  receive  Soviet  j 

equipment — surplus  and  obsolescent  in  ] 

Soviet  eyes — ^violently  explosive  in  | 

Arab  hands. 

If  Nasser  seems  to  be  talking  more 
softly  to  callers  from  London  and 
Washington,  his  voice — ^the  Cairo  radio 
— carries  bitterness  to  the  mind  and 
heart  of  Paris.  The  French  blame 
Nasser  for  the  murderous  warfare  in 
North  Africa,  for  Cairo  backs  the  Na¬ 
tional  Liberation  Front.  That  terrorist 
gnroup  has  sent  assassins  into  Paris. 

It  is  this  same  fanatical  front  which 
last  fortnight  shocked  the  civilized 
world  with  its  massacre  of  more  than 
800  Moslems  in  the  villag^e  of  Meshta 
Kasba  in  an  effort  to  terrorize  all  Al¬ 
geria  into  joining  the  war  against  the 
French.  Cairo  and  Moscow,  using  the 
Big  Lie  technique,  have  been  trying  to 
persuade  the  Arabs  that  the  French 
committed  the  crime. 

Foroign  Aid 

The  Administration’s  Mutual  Secur¬ 
ity  Progrram  had  gentle  treatment  in 
the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee,  where  it  was  approved  by  a  vote 
of  12  to  8.  Dissenting  Senators  were 
Wayne  Morse  (D)  Ore.,  Russell  Long 
(D)  La.,  and  William  Langer  (R) 
N.D. 

The  committee  cut  $227  million  from 
the  $8.8  billion  request  and  set  a  prece¬ 
dent  by  approving  an  authorization  for 
economic  development  beyond  the  tra¬ 
ditional  one  year  limitation. 
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